
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



52 BOOK REVIEWS. 

the sixty-four chapters, this question may be answered very 
positively in the affirmative. The text is succinct, covering 
only 412 pages, but without sacrifice of clearness, but full 
explanation is given of every constitutional question which 
has been the subject of judicial construction. 

We have first the Declaration of Independence, with a con- 
cise historical note next ; then the Articles of Confederation of 
1777, with another valuable note; the Ordinance for the 
Northwest Territorial Government of 1787. The Text of the 
Constitution is annotated and admirably indexed, and is fol- 
lowed by two most interesting chapters, one on " The Pro- 
gress of American Independence and its Basis in the Law of 
England," the other on "The Confederation." The remain- 
ing chapters take up the Constitution, article by article, and 
consider each article in the light of the judicial decisions. 

The distinguishing features for which especial advantage may 
be claimed for this work are ; that the decisions of the Supreme 
Court, are cited under the sections and clauses to which the 
decisions relate ; the leading decisions are examined and the 
conclusions reached set forth specifically ; the lines between 
State sovereignty and the supremacy of the National Govern- 
ment is marked distinctly ; the Declaration of Independence is 
demonstrated to have had a legal basis in the colonial charters 
and through them in the underlying bulwarks of English 
liberty. 

The book is therefore to be welcomed as presenting within 
the compass of a concise single volume, at once comprehen- 
sive and minute, a view of the Constitution, as it has been 
interpreted by the Supreme Court. E. P. Allinson. 



The Principles of Equity and Equity Pleading. By 
Elias Merwin, late of the Boston Bar and Professor in the 
Law School of Boston University. Edited by H. C- 
Merwin. One Volume. Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1895. 

To the student or to the active practitioner this volume is 
of very great value. The former by a careful attention to the 
text may lay the foundation of a useful knowledge of the 
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subject, which shall serve him well in future days after his 
admission to the Bar. 

But perhaps even to a greater degree can this book supply 
a need in the library of a busy lawyer. 

Thirty-five chapters — exclusive of a very interesting " In- 
troductory " — classify the subjects of equitable jurisprudence 
in an accurate manner, and some five thousand citations, 
including decisions of comparatively recent dates, tend to 
render a study less laborious. 

Chapters X. and XL, devoted to implied trusts (the former 
to resulting and the latter to constructive trusts) treat a sub- 
ject, which to all students is one of greater or less difficulty, 
in a particularly lucid and happy vein. It must be borne in 
mind that this work is the collated and edited course of lec- 
ture delivered by the late Professor Merwin to his classes at 
the Boston Law School, and, therefore, although in the body 
of the text, the work is essentially adopted to the needs and 
uses of a student at law, yet the copious citations of cases 
and generous notes afford features of great usefulness to the 
practising lawyer. It is possibly to be regretted that the 
annotations and citations of authorities in works of so high a 
standard are not brought down to a period nearer the date of 
publication than they generally are, because the sooner comes 
the necessity of a new edition, and hence the sooner another 
expensive work must be purchased. Wm. D. Neilson. 



A Treatise on Land Titles in the United States. By 
Lewis N. Dembitz, of the Louisville Bar. St. Paul, Minn. 
West Publishing Co. 1895. 

In the two stout volumes of this work the author has 
endeavored to present a complete view of the basis of all 
titles to land recognized by the jurisprudence of the several 
states of the Union, whether created by act of the parties or 
by act of law — a task which, in view of the diversity of the 
sources of title, the necessarily different development of the 
law affecting titles sprung from those sources, and the unneces- 
sary but too actual variants engrafted on the jurisprudence of 
even those states which had similar sources, seems almost 



